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Progress and Development of the Kansas Frontier Historical Park

The activities of the past. biennium include:

Recommendations for future development:

The maintenance of the historical buildings
in the park.

Sponsoring federal
desirable plans.

The maintenance and improvement of
facilities for the comfort and convenience
of visitors to the park, such as shelter
houses, tables, ovens and recreational
facilities.

Extension of driveways into newer and
inaccessible areas.

projects to

complete

Cooperation in projects to mark historic sites
and buildings.

The improvements of drives, roads and bridle
paths within the park area.

Lighting for newer areas in park.

The development of several new areas, and
the building thereon of ovens, tables and
parking places.

Construction of additional shelters, ovens,
tables, bridges, etc., as needed for
efficiency.

Cooperation with the federal NY A authorities
, ill' projects within the park, involving more
than 5,000 man hours of labor.

Continued reconstruction of old fort buildings
and grounds, with appropriate signs and
markers.

The pruning of trees, and the planting of new
trees and shrubs.

Extension of the irrigation system.

The projection of an irrigation system.

Replacement of trees.
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Attendance at the park is estimated at approximately
200,000 persons annually, including tourists, assemblies,
picnickers, sports, and other activities within the park
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The Kansas Frontier Hi storical Park
compr ises an a r ea of approximately 200 acres,
s i t u ate d on the old Fort Hays Military
Reservation. This reservation was ceded t o t he
State of Kansas by the federal government in
1900, fo r the purpose of establishing a college,
an ex p er im ent station and a public park. The
sites of t h e old fort b uil dings are located on t h e
park ar ea , although most of the buildings have
been razed or destro yed since the fort was
abandoned in 1889.

The native stone blockhouse and guardhouse are the only two buildings remaining t o
remind visitor s to Fort Hays of the stirring and
historical events which were dramatized on
these prairies in the early youth of Kansas.
Around these buildings, lik e a historic halo, the
Kansas Frontier Historical Park is maintained
for the purpose of preserving for posterity som e
practical souvenir of a departed, b ut glorious,
g e n era t ion of frontiersmen, soldiers, and
statesmen.

